[image: ]


Funding at Little Footsteps Nursery

Each term (Autumn, Spring and Summer), there is a ‘headcount week’ during which all children must be registered at the nursery and attending as per their booking pattern in order for us to claim their funding for that term. If a child was to start the setting after the headcount week we will be unable to claim any funding for that term. 

At Little Footsteps Nursery we allocate hours based on the session rather than for the actual hours that the child is attending. A full day session (7:45-5:45) is allocated 10 hours of funding, and half a day session (8am-1pm/12:45pm-5:45pm) is allocated 5 hours of funding.
The amount of funding which your child will receive depends on the term in which they start. We calculate the funded hours for a full academic year from September to September, but if a child starts any time in the Spring or Summer term, the funding is calculated accordingly up to the September, when it will then be recalculated to spread over the following academic year.
All parents/carers MUST complete a North Yorkshire Parent Agreement which will be handed to you upon starting the setting if you are using the funded hours. This form must be returned before we start claiming your funded hours. If we do not receive the form, we will not be able to claim the funding for your child, and you will be charged at the tariff rate. 

· Funded hours for working families
From the term after your child turns 9 months old you may be eligible for 30 hours of government funding which is provided for 38 weeks of the year. 
As a setting, we stretch the funding over 50 weeks when accessing the 9month+ funding. The funding will be stretched from September-September, and if your child starts during any other time in the year, it will be calculated from their start date up to September when it will be recalculated for the full academic year.
Once your child starts receiving the 3-year funding we would be able to offer a term time (38weeks) pattern but not until this point.
To check eligibility and to apply for the funding please visit:  https://beststartinlife.gov.uk
This funding MUST be reconfirmed every 3 months to maintain eligibility and failure to do this may result in loosing the funding and you will be charged tariff rate for your child’s space until the following term (providing your code has been reactivated). 
· Early Learning Funded hours for 2-year-olds
From the term after your child turns 2 years old you may be eligible for 15 hours of government funding which is provided for 38 weeks of the year. You are able to use these hours term time or you can stretch them over the year.
To find out if you are eligible and to apply, please visit: https://beststartinlife.gov.uk OR https://www.northyorks.gov.uk
You will be issued with a 6-digit code which we will need to claim for your child’s funding. This code will continue with your child until they turn 3-years old. You don’t need to reconfirm or apply again once you have the code. 

· Funded hours for 3- and 4-year-olds
From the term after your child turns 3 years old, they will be eligible for 15 hours of government funding. All 3- and 4-year-olds receive this funding, and you do not need to apply for it. (you only apply for funding when your child is 3 years old if you are eligible for the extra 15 hours for the working families to access 30hours of funding in total).
This funding is provided for 38 weeks of the year. You can use these hours term time or you can stretch them over the year. 

· Eligibility dates
	If your child turns 9 months, 2 years or 3 years old between:
	Funding will commence:

	1st January to 31st March
	Summer Term (April-Sept)

	1st April to 31st August
	Autumn Term (Sept-Dec)

	1st September to 31st December
	Spring Term (Jan-April)



If you have any trouble when applying, please contact HMRC or the helpline number from the government website. 
· How we stretch funding
The following table explains how we stretch your child’s funding throughout the year. The standard funding is 15 or 30 hours a week over 38 weeks of the year. This gives a total of 570 or 1140 hours a year. 
The 9 month+ and 2-year funding is stretched over the full year (50 weeks), whereas when your child uses the 3- and 4-year funding you have the option to be term time (38 weeks). The funding allocation must stay the same for the academic year to ensure that we have claimed correctly for your child, but once we start a new academic year (in September) we are able to adjust your funding if needed to reflect any changes etc. 
If you chose to not use all your funded hours, for example if you are entitled to 30-hour funding and you only chose to take 10 hours a week, this cannot be changed/increased throughout the academic year. We claim only for what you are using – hours not claimed or taken cannot be banked to use at a different time. 

	
Starting date
	Hours a week on 15 hours funding
(early learning/universal funding)
520 hours a year
	Hours a week on 30 hours funding 
(working families funding) 
1140 hours a year

	Autumn Term
· WC 07.09.26 – 03.09.27
· 50 weeks stretched over three terms (a full year)

· 14 funded weeks
· 15 stretched weeks in the term
	


11.4 hours a week
	


22.8 hours a week

	Spring Term
· WC 04.01.27 – 03.09.27
· 35 weeks stretched over two terms (Jan-Sept)

· 10 funded weeks (we will receive 11 weeks of funding, but we will transfer a week to the Summer Term)
· 13 stretched weeks in the term
	



10.28 hours a week
	



20.57 hours a week

	Summer Term
· WC 05.04.27 – 03.09.27
· 22 weeks stretched over 1 term (Apr-Sept)

· 13 funded weeks (this is subject to change depending on Local Authority dates)
	


8.86 hours a week
	


17.73 hours a week
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