


Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities Policy

Our Aim:-

We provide an environment in which all children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported to reach their full potential.

Where we refer to children’s SEN throughout this policy, we include reference to children with disabilities. 

This Policy links closely with our Valuing Diversity and Promoting Inclusion & Equal Opportunities Policy. 

We have regard for the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (2015).

We have in place a clear approach for identifying, responding to, and meeting children’s SEN. 

We support and involve parents (and where relevant children), actively listening to, and acting on the parent and child’s wishes and concerns.

We work in partnership with the local authority and other external agencies to ensure the best outcomes for children with SEN and their families.

We regularly monitor and review our policy, practice, and provision and, if necessary, adjust.

Procedures:-

Little Footsteps Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) is: Natalie Lamb.

The SENCO works closely other colleagues and has responsibility for the day-to-day operation of our Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs Policy and for co-ordinating provision for children with SEN.

We ensure that the provision for children with SEN is the responsibility of all members of the setting.

We ensure that our inclusive admissions practice ensures equality of access and opportunity.

We provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curricula for all children.

We apply SEN support to ensure early identification of children with SEN.

We use the graduated approach system (assess, plan, do and review) applied in increasing detail and frequency to ensure that children progress. 

We ensure that parents are involved at all stages of the assessment, planning, provision, and review of their children's special education including all decision-making processes.

Where appropriate, we consider children’s views and wishes in decisions being made about them, relevant to their level of understanding. 

We provide parents with information on local sources of support and advice e.g. Local Offer, Information, Advice and Support Service. 

The Local Offer is something available to all children, families and individuals and gives clear and varied information about SEND and allows individuals to have more choice and control over what support is right for them.
You can find the local offer here: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer  

We have systems in place for referring children for further assessment e.g. Common Assessment Framework/Early Help Assessment and Education, Health and Care (EHC) assessment.

We provide resources and adapt the setting to accommodate where possible (human and financial) to implement our Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs Policy. 

We ensure that all our staff are aware of our Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs Policy and the procedures for identifying, assessing, and making provision for children with SEN. 

Staff complete training where available to update and refresh their knowledge of SEN.
The SENCO attends regular SENCO Network Meetings to receive any updated information and the chance to liaise with other practitioners and professionals. 

We ensure the effectiveness of our special educational needs provision by collecting information from a range of sources e.g. action plan reviews, staff and management meetings, parental and external agency's views, inspections, and complaints. 

We provide a complaints procedure.

Monitoring Progress:-

Progress check  - 27 Months Plus:

Each child who attends our setting is assessed against the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). A progress check is completed by the child’s key worker who will use their assessment information to provide details of the child’s learning, development and care needs.

The progress check must include details of good progress that is being made, particularly within the three prime areas of learning:
· Personal, social, and emotional development 
· Communication and language 
· Physical development 

It will highlight areas where additional support might be needed and whether there is a concern that a child may have a developmental delay (which indicates SEN or disability). 

It must describe the activities and strategies that we intend to implement to support the child in any areas where the child’s progress is less than expected.

Transition to School Reports:-

Keyworkers will do a final assessment of the child’s learning and development before they transition to school. All relevant developmental information will be passed onto the new school with specific details of SEND. Keyworkers will complete an ‘On the Move’ form, which details the child’s likes, dislikes, strengths, and areas they may need support with. It will include specific information about the child and how they learn. We will liaise with the school’s SENCO to ensure that all relevant information is passed on. 

Areas of Concern & ILPP’s:-

We monitor each child’s progress using the (EYFS) Framework and key workers complete half termly assessments of each of their key children. Along with an initial baseline assessment which is completed on entry into the setting, staff can use assessments to monitor progress effectively by identifying any areas where the child’s development is less than expected. 
If it is felt that the child requires additional focussed support the key worker will meet with the child’s parents/carers to discuss this and ways that we can work together in supporting the child where the areas of development are less than expected. We will recommend an Individual Learning and Provision Plan (ILPP) where we can specifically focus on the child’s strengths and use these to effectively create SMART targets in how we aim to support the child’s progress. 

The keyworker and SENCO will create the ILPP, and parents/carers will also be asked for their input, however we will seek permission from the parents/carers beforehand.  The keyworker and other staff will use the plan to implement strategies and specific activities. ILPP’s are reviewed between 4-6 weeks depending on the child’s progress and effectiveness of the plan. 

If the child has three reviewed ILPP’s the key worker, SENCO and parents/carers will discuss the next steps in supporting the child and parents/carers will be informed that we plan to request involvement from outside agencies. 

The SENCO will complete a Request for Involvement form which gives details of the child’s individual needs and development. This then goes to a panel who decide as to whether further support can be provided by us and will give details of what needs to be implemented. If a decision is made that outside involvement is required, we will be contacted by the appropriate agency to arrange to come in and visit the child, the family, and the staff. From there we will liaise with multi-agencies to put the correct procedures in place to support the child and their individual needs. 

If we feel a child may benefit from further intervention, we may refer with parent’s/carer’s permission to a Speech & Language therapist. Other professionals that may become involved to support the child may include occupational therapists, health visitors, the portage team and professionals specialising in specific areas.  

Education and Health Care Plan – (EHC):- 

Some children and young people may require an EHC needs assessment to decide whether it is necessary to develop an EHC plan. The purpose of an EHC plan is to make adjustments and offer support to meet the special educational needs of the child, to secure the best possible outcomes for them across education, health and social care.

The local authority will conduct the EHC needs assessment and consider a wide range of evidence, including: 
· evidence of the child’s developmental milestones and rate of progress
· information about the nature, extent and context of the child’s SEND
· evidence of the action already being taken by us as the early years provider to meet the child’s SEND
· evidence that, where progress has been made, it has only been as the result of much additional intervention and support over and above that which is usually provided
· evidence of the child’s physical, emotional, and social development and health needs, drawing on relevant evidence from clinicians and other health professionals and what has been done to meet these by other agencies.

We will then work with the local authority and other agencies to ensure that the child receives the support they need to gain the best outcomes. 

Children with SEND Coming into The Setting:-

When a child enters the setting the parents/carers give us information as to whether any agencies are currently working with the family to support the child. If this is the case, contact will be made between us and the relevant agencies to obtain additional information that will support staff in effectively caring for the child. 

We welcome and encourage parents/carers to meet with the SENCO to discuss current plans and strategies to determine how we will move forward to ensure the child’s individual needs are met. 

We will continue to work with the relevant agencies to always support the child and the family. 

All paperwork and plans that the child already has will be read and understood by all staff working with the child and we will complete any additional supporting information for the child’s file, for example a Health Care Plan if the child has a specific condition. 



Storage of Information:-

SEND information of individual children is kept locked away in the child’s individual file. ILPP’s are a working document that keyworkers and staff use throughout the child’s time at the setting, these are available to staff but out of sight of others coming into the setting. 

Documents are only kept for the required retention periods, which are outlined in more detail in our Confidentiality and Storage of Information Policy. 

Further Guidance:-

· Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework (2025)
· Working Together to Safeguard Children (2023)
· Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (DfE & DoH 2015)
· North Yorkshire SEND Local Offer 
· Equality Act 2010
· Children & Families Act 2014



Nursery will review this policy annually and amend if necessary.
Next Review date: ___________
Signature:- _____________________
Date :_________________________
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