


Animals in the Setting Policy

Our Aim:-

To ensure that contact with animals in and outside of the setting is in a safe, sensible and hygienic manner. As part of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) children learn about the world around us and living things in the environment so it is important that children are allowed the chance to experience this.

Hygiene and Safety Practices:-

If we are greeted by dogs in the woods or on other outings the children are taught to put their hands up straight in the air and look up. This discourages dogs from jumping up at the children. 

The children wash their hands using soap and water when returning from the woods. 

 Animals in Nursery:-

Companies may visit us bringing animals with them to show the children from time to time. In these instances, the company will need to provide their own risk assessment as well as us carrying out our own. 

Sometimes children/staff like to bring a new pet into nursery with their parents/carers to show the children. In this case a visual risk assessment will be carried out and children will wash their hands before and after any contact.

Children are NOT made to interact with the animals if they have any fears of them and are introduced to them at the children’s own pace.

Any areas animals have been in nursery will be disinfected with anti-bacterial cleaner if needed.

Outings:-

Any places we visit are risk assessed before-hand, including visual risk assessments when we arrive. 

We regularly go on trips to places with animals some of them being Filey Animal and Bird Park, Flamingo Land, Betton Farm etc. These places provide hand washing facilities, the children wash their hands before and after meeting animals. Children can feed some animals and staff model how to do this safely, holding hands out flat. We will only encourage children to feed animals where the establishment says it is safe to do so using the food they provide. Children will be taught never to put their hands in their mouth after feeding animals. 

We also have the opportunity to visit working farms where we are able to experience the lambing season. We follow the strict instructions of the farmers and again use hand washing facilities before and after any contact with the animals. 

In these types of environments children will wear wellies provided by nursery that are only worn outside to ensure that no mud or debris is brought into nursery. These wellies are then cleaned when necessary and stored outside on a welly rack under a cover when not in use and brought inside during the colder months to ensure they are kept at room temperature in readiness for the children to wear. 

On these types of outings, we advise any staff/students or other visitors coming with us that are or may be pregnant to avoid contact with ewes and other animals that are pregnant/giving birth. For the safety of these individuals, they will not accompany us on trips where they may be exposed to a higher risk of infection such as the working farms during lambing season etc. More information can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pregnant-women-advised-to-avoid-animals-that-are-giving-birth--2 

Handling Animals:-

Wherever the children can handle animals this is always under the close supervision of nursery staff. We model safe ways of handling animals to ensure the children and animals are safe and understand the correct way to hold and pet different animals. 

Children are taught about the importance of quieter noise levels around animals and how we need to make the animals feel safe too.

Children are taught not to put their face up against the face of an animal.

It gives staff and children the opportunity to talk about the animals and what we need to do to care for them. 

COVID-19 Pandemic: -
During the COVID-19 outbreak no persons will bring any new pets or animals into the setting. New animals or pets will not be taken on during the COVID-19 outbreak.



Legislation and Useful Guidance:-

Health Protection Agency (2002) Guidelines for the control of Infection and Communicable Diseases in nurseries and other Institutional early years Settings in Southwest London Sector. (2003) Southwest London Health Protection Unit 

Health and Safety Executive (2015) Preventing or controlling ill health from animal contact at visitor attractions 

Health and Safety Regulation…A Short Guide (HSE 2003)

The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations (1999)

Nursery will review this policy annually and amend if necessary.
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